
Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics 

iT aint ‘just’ 4 decoration(s)¡ 



Lesson 8: Tense, Voice, and Mood 
  The principal parts are four basic forms of a verb 

  Present    I study each night. 
  Present Participle  I am studying now. 
  Past    I studied last night. 
  Past Participle   I have studied every night. 

  Regular Verbs form their past and past participles by 
adding –ed or –d to their present forms 

  Irregular Verbs do not form their past and past 
participle by adding –ed or -d 



Lesson 8: Tense, Voice, and Mood 
  Tense is the form a verb takes (using its principal parts) to express 

a particular time 

  Present   I see at least one movie a week. 
  Past   I saw a movie last night. 
  Future   I will see another movie this weekend. 
  Present Perfect  I have seen three movies this month. 
  Past Perfect  I had not seen many movies before last year. 
  Future Perfect  By January, I will have seen over 100 movies. 

  Each of the six tenses has an additional form, called progressive, that is 
used to express continuing action; it consists of a form of the verb be 
plus the present participle of the verb 

  I will be seeing another movie this weekend. (future progressive) 



Lesson 8: Tense, Voice, and Mood 
  Present Tense expresses action (or a state of being) that is 

taking place at the present time—or it expresses habitual 
action or a general truth 
  Present Action  This soup tastes delicious. 
  Habitual Action  He sits behind me in English class. 
  General Truth  Honesty is the best policy. 
  Historical   Hemingway’s prose is spare and muscular. 

  Past Tense expresses action (or a state of being) that 
occurred at a definite time in the past 
  Last year Ravenclaw won the Quidditch match against Gryffindor. 

  Future Tense expresses action (or a state of being) that 
will take place in the future 
  Larry will notify you of any changes. 



Lesson 8: Tense, Voice, and Mood 
  Present Perfect Tense expresses action (or a state of being) that 

was completed at some indefinite time in the past—or that started 
in the past and is still going on 
  Peggy has called Mr. Miller about a summer job. 

  You don’t know when Peggy called but you know the call was made 
  Hermione has been my friend for two years. 

  Hermione became my friend two years ago and she remains my friend 

  Past Perfect Tense expresses action (or a state of being) that took 
place before some other event in the past 
  I had just walked upstairs when the doorbell rang. 

  The walking came before the ringing 

  Future Perfect Tense expresses action (or a state of being) 
that will be completed at some future time before another event 
  The movie will have started by the time we get there. 

  The movie will begin before we arrive 



Lesson 8: Tense, Voice, and Mood 
  The voice of a verb indicates whether the subject is 

doing the action or the subject is receiving the action 
  As a general rule, avoid using the passive voice since  

  Active Voice indicates the subject is performing the action 
  Harry captured the Snitch. 
  The tornado leveled three buildings. 

  Passive Voice indicates the action of the verb is being 
performed upon the subject 
  The Snitch was captured by Harry. 
  Three buildings were leveled by the tornado. 



Lesson 8: Tense, Voice, and Mood 
  Mood is the way in which a verb expresses an idea 

  Indicative Mood states a fact or asks a question 
  It is forty miles to Orlando, but we’ll make it in time. 
  Improved nutrition has contributed to our increased height. 

  Imperative Mood gives a command or makes a request 
  Read the next chapter in your History book. 
  Stop! Please sign the form before returning it. 

  Subjunctive Mood expresses a wish or a condition 
contrary to fact 
  I wish I were a wealthy woman. 
  If I knew her number, I would call her. 



Lesson 9: Case 
  Case refers to the form of a noun or pronoun that indicates its use 

  Subjective Case is used for subjects and predicate nominatives 
  I, you, he, she, it, we, you, they 

  We arrived at seven, but they came even later. 
  That was she on the phone. 
  Who do you think painted that poster? 

  Objective Case is used for direct objects, indirect objects, and objects of 
the preposition 
  me, you, him, her, it, us, you, them 

  Carlos wants them to visit. 
  Please pour me a glass of milk. 
  For whom should I ask? 

  Possessive Case is used to show ownership 
  my, mine, your, yours, his, her, hers, its, our, ours, their, theirs 

  Is this notebook yours or mine? 
  Whose notebook is this? 



Lesson 9: Case 
  Who vs. Whom 

  The correct case of who is determined by how the pronoun is 
used in a question or clause 
  Nominative Case   who, whoever 
  Objective Case   whom, whomever 
  Possessive Case   whose 

  Elliptical Clauses are adverbial clauses in which words 
are missing but understood to be there 
  Use the form of the pronoun you would use if the clause were 

completed 
  Are you as tired as I? (am) 
  Double Meaning 

  Julie likes Bob better than I. (Julie likes Bob better than I like Bob) 
  Julie likes Bob better than me. (Julie likes Bob better than she likes me) 



Lesson 10: Agreement 
  A verb must agree in number with its subject 

  A singular subject takes a singular verb 
  The goose flies. 

  A plural subject takes a plural verb 
  The geese fly. 

  The helping verb must agree in number with its subject 
  The men have been waiting. 

  Subject-verb agreement is not changed by any interrupting words 
  The dogs in the kennel were howling. 

  When compound subjects are joined by or, nor, either/or, or neither/nor, the 
verb agrees with the closer subject 
  Beth or Craig is going to buy a computer. 
  Neither Fred nor his brothers have ever owned a car. 

  When compound subjects are joined by and or both/and, the verb is plural 
  Ted’s pen and pencil were missing from his notebook. 



Lesson 10: Agreement 
  Special Agreement Problems 

  A verb must agree in number with an indefinite pronoun used as a subject. 
  One of the class officers was asked to be a member of the school board. 

  The subject and the verb of an inverted sentence must agree in number. 
  Hidden in the back of the closet was Kevin’s birthday present. 

  Use a singular verb with a collective-noun subject that is thought of as a 
unit, and use a plural verb with a collective-noun subject that is thought of 
as individuals. 
  The jury has been out for ten hours. 
  The jury have not been able to come to an agreement. 

  A subject that expresses an amount, a measurement, or a weight is usually 
singular and takes a singular verb. 
  Ten miles is too far to walk. 



Lesson 10: Agreement 
  Use a singular verb with the number of and a plural verb with a number of. 

  The number of girls taking woodshop has doubled this year. 
  A number of girls are taking woodshop this year. 

  Use a singular verb with certain subjects that are plural in form but singular 
in meaning. 
  Physics is his major in college.  

  The verb part of a contraction must agree in number with the subject. 
  The game doesn’t start until four o’clock.  

  A verb agrees with the subject, not with the predicate nominative. 
  The major cleanup problem is bottles and paper. 

  A title is singular and takes a singular verb. 
  Seven Gothic Tales was written by Isak Dinesen. 



Lessons 8-10: Mastery Test 

  He (send) the package to the wrong address. 
  I have (do) my best. 
  Had he ever (drive) a stick shift before? 
  I (choose) a color that matched the bedspread. 
  Come here and sit between Melinda and (I, me). 
  Some of the boys couldn’t find (his, their) helmets. 
  Bob was surprised to hear of (me, my) building my own stereo. 
  (Who, whom) did you say wanted to talk to me. 
  The person to (whom, who) you should speak is Mr. Macklin. 
  (We, Us) joggers feel good and fit. 


