
“Whodunit?” 



!  British authors dominate the genre 
"  Proper, cozy, intellectual, and upper-class 

!  1920: The Mysterious Affair at Styles 
"  Agatha Christie introduces Hercule 

Poirot, a short, serious, well-dressed, 
fastidious Belgian detective 

!  1930: The Murder at the Vicarage 
"  Christie introduces Miss Marple, an 

elderly spinster and amateur detective 
who lives in the village of St. Mary Mead 

!  1934: Murder on the Orient Express 



!  Perhaps the best-selling author of all time 
"  Over 80 detective novels 
"  Longest running play (The Mousetrap, 1952-2009) 
"  Translated into over 50 languages 
"  Sold over 4 billion copies 

!  Born in Devon, England 
!  During WWI worked as a nurse 
!  Later worked in a hospital pharmacy 
!  1914: Married 
!  1920: First Novel 
!  1926: Mysteriously Disappeared 
!  1928: Divorced 
!  1930: Remarried 



!  Classic British “whodunits” 
!  Detective either: 

"  stumbles upon the murder 
"  is called upon by an old acquaintance 

!  Gradually, the detective: 
"  interrogates the suspects 
"  examines the crime scene 
"  makes note of each clue 

!  Halfway through, at least one suspect dies 
!  Detective gathers suspects and methodically exposes the 

killer, revealing several unrelated secrets along the way 
!  Usually the killer is brought to justice, other times the killer 

meets an untimely death, and in four cases, the killer 
escapes (twice, the murderer turns out to be the narrator) 



!  Returning from an 
important case in 
Syria, Hercule 
Poirot boards the 
Orient Express 

!  On the second 
night, a man is 
stabbed and killed 

!  As the train moves 
across the continent, 
Poirot begins his 
investigation—one 
berth at a time 



!  A long-distance 
passenger train 
whose original route 
ran from Paris to 
Istanbul, with various 
stops in Munich, 
Vienna, Budapest and 
other European cities 







!  Steam Engine 
!  Two Baggage Cars 
!  Several Sleeping Cars 
!  Dining Car 
!  Caboose 
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