
The Catcher in the Rye 
A Postmodern Novel 



A New Perspective 
  The decades after WWII are 

characterized by a 
pendulum swing in attitudes 

  periods of conformity and 
periods of rebellion 

  Many books of the time 
carry themes that represent 
this struggle between 
conformity and rebellion 

  The Catcher in the Rye 
(1951) was one of the first 



Holden Caulfield’s World 
  1950 

  Pencey Academy: Private School in Penn 

  Manhattan, New York 

Most Important Thing to Remember: 

  America at this time is not designed for YOU 
  No Music 
  No Books 

  No Movies 
  No Television Shows 
  This is not a world for teenagers 



Themes 
The Big Two 

  Growing Up 

  Childhood vs. Adulthood 

  Alienation 

  Is Holden alienated? 

  Or does Holden alienate himself? 



Motifs 
  Phoniness 

  Sex 

  Madness, Depression,      
and Suicide 

  Communication 



Symbols 
  Holden’s Red Hunting Cap 

  Protection or Distinction 

  Ducks in Central Park 
  Where do they go in the winter? 
  Is Holden really asking about the ducks? 

  Museum of Natural History 
  What do museums do? 

  The Catcher in the Rye 
  Childhood = Running through an beautiful field of rye 
  Adulthood = Falling off a cliff 



10 Second Summary 

Holden Caulfield: 

Angst angst angst swear curse swear crazy 
crazy angst swear curse, society sucks, 

and I'm a stupid jerk. 

THE END 



Death of a Salesman 
A Postmodern Play 



The Other Side of the Coin 
  If Catcher in the Rye and represents the 

anxiety associated with growing up, 
then Death of a Salesman represents 
the very lies, self-deception, and 
hypocrisy associated with adulthood 
that Holden fears 

 Death of a Salesman gives us the story 
of Wily Loman, a man who, in his 
desperate pursuit of the “American 
Dream,” has surrendered to the very 
conformity and materialism against 
which Holden rebelled 



Willy Loman’s World 
  Late 1940s Brooklyn 

  Blue-collar, ethnically diverse borough of NY 

 With the economic boom that follows WWII, 
Americans have come to believe in the 
“American Dream” 

  Hard Work = Success 

  Success = Money 

 Money = Power 

 Money & Power = Happiness 



Themes 
  Reality and Illusion 

 Deception 

  Self-Deception 

  The American Dream 

 Capitalism 

 Materialism 

  Loyalty 

  Family 

 Abandonment 

  Betrayal 



Motifs 
  Brand Names 

  Mythologizing 

  The Wild 
  American West 

  Alaska 

  African Jungle 

  The Garden 

  Falling/Down 

  Stealing 

  “Kid” or “Boy 



Symbols 
  Seeds 

 Diamonds 

  Stockings 



Style and Structure 
  Two Acts and a Requiem 

  All action takes place in a 24-hour 
period, between Monday night and 
Tuesday night—except the requiem, 
which happens days afterward 

  Realism and Expressionism 

  Though the play is anchored in an 
objective and present reality, Willy’s 
inner turmoil and psychological 
meltdown are represented through a 
series of flashbacks and daydreams 

  Tragedy 

  A tragedy of the “everyman” 


