
Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics 

iT aint ‘just’ 4 decoration(s)¡ 



Lesson 1: Nouns and Pronouns 
  Nouns name a specific person, place, thing, or idea 

  They are the subjects of clauses, phrases, and sentences 
  They may be either singular or plural 
  Collective nouns thought of as a single unit are singular 

  The group is going to the show. 
  Collective nouns with identified parts require a plural verb 

  The men are going to the show 

  Proper Nouns 
  LeBron, Jupiter, Mount Rushmore 

  Common Nouns 
  man, planet, mountain, happiness 

  Articles are those little words that precede and either generalize 
(indefinite: a, an) or specify (definite: the) a noun 



Lesson 1: Nouns and Pronouns 
  Pronouns take the place of nouns, but without specificity 

  Personal 
  1st Person: I, me, my, mine, we, us, our, ours 
  2nd Person: you, your, yours 
  3rd Person: he, him, his, she, her, hers, it, its, they, them, their, theirs 

possessive pronouns in italics 

  Reflexive: formed by adding –self 
  myself, yourself, herself, itself, etc. 

  Indefinite: refers to unnamed things 
  all, both, few, another, nothing, any, either, everything, someone 

  Definite: refers to specific people, places, or things 
  this, that, these, those 

  Interrogative: used to ask a question 
  what, which, who, whom, whose 

  Relative: refers back to people or things previously named 
  that, which, who, whom, whose 



Lesson 2: Verbs 
  Verbs tell what a subject is doing, what is being done to it, or a state of being 

  Helping Verbs are used before main verbs to express certain voices, tense, 
negative statements, or shades of meaning 
  be, is, was, been, have, has, do, does, might, can, should, will 
  They have been studying all night. 

  Transitive Verbs take an object (answer What thing or Whom?) 
  Push this button if you want a light. 

  Intransitive Verbs do not take an object 
  The man smiled brightly. 

  Linking Verbs link the subject with another word in the sentence that 
describes (predicate adjective) or defines (predicate nominative) it; 
linking verbs are always intransitive 
  He looked sad. 
  The steak might be tough. 
  This is he. 



Lesson 3: Adjectives and Adverbs 
  Adjectives modify nouns or pronouns 

  Answer 
  Which? 

  Did you lose your geometry book? 

  What kind? 
  I like red apples better than green apples. 

  How many? 
  Can you give me ten minutes? 

  Predicate Adjectives follow linking verbs and describe the subject 
  The men were sick from eating the raw oysters. 



Lesson 3: Adjectives and Adverbs 
  Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs 

  Answer 
  How? 

  He walked quickly to avoid the on-coming motorcycle. 

  When? 
  The fresh paint has now dried. 

  Where? 
  The large white gulls flew overhead and turned seaward. 

  To what extent? 
  John walked faster than Peter. 



Lesson 4: Prepositions, Conjunctions,  
               and Interjections 
  Prepositions show the relationship between a noun or a pronoun 

and another word in the sentence 
  Prepositions are always part of a prepositional phrase 
  Prepositional phrases begin with a preposition and end with a noun 

or a pronoun called the object of the preposition 
  The worm crawled over the apple. 
  They climbed aboard the ship. 
  Don’t put the papers near the fire. 
  I took a day off from work. 

  Common Prepositions 
  about, above, according to, across, after, against, along, among, around, at, 

before, behind, below, beneath, beside, between, beyond, by, down, during, 
except, for, from, in, inside, into, like, near, of, off, on, out, outside, over, 
past, since, through, to, toward, under, until, up, upon, with, within, without 



Lesson 4: Prepositions, Conjunctions,  
               and Interjections 

  Conjunctions connect words, phrases, or clauses 

  Coordinating Conjunctions are single words 
  Each day I jog a mile and drink a two-liter of Mountain Dew. 

  Correlating Conjunctions come in pairs 
  Both Chicago and New York City have large populations. 
  Neither the Cubs nor the Indians have won a World 

Championship in the last six decades.  

  Interjections express strong feeling or emotion 
  Wow! That Mr. McNamara is one cool dude. 



Lessons 1-4: Mastery Test 
1.  A herd of shaggy buffalo was thundering across the grassy plain. 
2.  The weather was unusually cloudy for the first week in August. 
3.  We went to the mountains and stayed for two weeks. 
4.  A new winner should be announced soon. 
5.  Vikings may have landed in the Western Hemisphere before Columbus. 
6.  The apple trees in the park have been blooming for two weeks now. 
7.  Oh! Our reports for English class are due tomorrow. 
8.  Old family pictures have always hung here. 
9.  Someone told me something about a trip on Saturday and Sunday 

through the mountains. 
10.  Under the direction of Mr. Sanchez, the band will perform in the parade 

on Memorial Day. 


