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Cosmetic Testing on Animals 

Thesis statement: Cosmetic products should not be tested on animals because it is harmful to the 

animals and these tests do not show the same side effects for animals as for humans. 

I. Introduction to cosmetic testing 

 A. Boycotts against cosmetic testing 

      1. Alternatives to cosmetic testing 

      2. Products tested 

 B. Animal rights movement 

      1. P.E.T.A. 

      2. Animal rights news 

II. Tests on animals 

 A. Costs 

      1. Eye, skin, and hair irritation 

      2. Union Health and Family Welfare (Solanki) 

      3. Causes of acute protracted suffering 

 B. Benefits 

      1. Product improvement and safety 

      2. Environmentally friendly products 

      3. Breakthroughs in medicine  

III. Types of tests 

 A. Toxicokinetics 

      1. Chemical given to animal at different doses 

      2. Scientists watch animals’ bodily responses 
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 B. Repeated dose toxicity 

      1. Chemical is given over and over again 

      2. Chemical is injected 

 C. Reproductive toxicity 

      1. Chemical given to animal to see if it causes harm 

      2. Scientists check offspring and reproductive systems 

 D. What the tests do 

      1. Test the ingredients, not the finished products 

      2. Test for skin irritation, skin absorption, and photo toxicity 

IV. Complaints against testing on animals 

 A. Animal response vs. human response 

      1. Inaccurate 

       2. Unsafe 

 B. Unneeded tests? 

      1. Legally unnecessary 

      2. Human safety 

      3. Environmentally friendly 

V. Animal friendly movement 

 A. The Body Shop 

      1. Cosmetic firm 

      2. Promotes opposition to animal testing 

      3. Uses mostly off-the-shelf formulas 
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 B. Bans of animal testing 

      1. P.E.T.A. wants a ban for testing cosmetics on animals 

      2. The European Union ban cosmetic testing 

VI. Efforts to change testing ways 

 A. Toxicologists on the move 

      1. Elimination of animals from testing completely 

      2. Tests designed to involve using fewer animals 

           a. Single animal the testing 

           b. Multi-animal testing 

      3. Species lower on the evolutionary scale 

      4. Tests designed to diminish “cruelty” 

 B. Resources 

      1. Toxicologists and biology modeling 

      2. Toxicologists and mathematical modeling 

 


