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Topic 

As a foundation for his novel Being There, Jerzy Kosinski re-imagines the story of Eden. While Chance is 
not the “first” man, he is a sort of “new” man in a “new” world. However, the unfamiliar world Chance 
encounters after being cast out of the garden is very different from the one Adam encountered, and it is a 
world that Chance (a symbol of innocence) has known only through television. Many readers have 
viewed this novel as a comment on our society—a modern-day parable. If so, what is the lesson? What 
does this book say about us, who have been living in this “new” world far longer than Chance? What sort 
of “garden” are we cultivating?  
 
For this paper, your focus should not be fixed on the book, but rather the insights gleaned from the story. 
That said, examples, quotes, and ideas from the novel used to support or enhance your argument are 
essential and should be included to some degree. Do you agree or disagree with Kosinski’s assessment of 
our cultural garden? This novel was written almost forty years ago—before cable, before the Internet, 
before smart phones and Facebook and reality television. Was the author right to be concerned about the 
direction in which we were headed, the influence of the media on reality, and the way in which we often 
fail to look beneath the flowers of our “garden” to the roots that lie beneath?  
 
Remember 

Follow the “One-Page Essay Guidelines,” refer to the “Writer’s Checklist,” refer to your notes, 
familiarize yourself with the rubric, and always remember to support your assertions with evidence.  
Highlight your thesis, state it clearly, and develop it through analysis. 
 
Due ____________________ at the beginning of class 
Essays must conform to the One-Page Essay Guidelines 
Students must present a paper copy of the essay (with rubric stapled behind it) in class by the due date 
Essays must also be submitted as an email attachment (dmcevilly@ecusd7.org) 
As always, a trip to the Writing Center will benefit your paper . . . and I’m usually available after school 
  
*Special Reminder 

In life, there are always obstacles to encounter.  Don’t assume that everything will go smoothly all of the time.  
Procrastination is your greatest enemy.  Prepare . . . and find alternative paths to success when things come up.  I 
always give you a full week to complete a single one-page essay. So when class begins on the day the essay is due, I 
would simply like to collect them.   The following comprises a list of excuses and questions I don’t want to hear: 
 

 I was on a field trip/athletic event so my paper’s not late . . . right? 
 My computer broke. 
 My printer broke. 
 My printer ran out of ink. 
 I don’t have a printer; can I go print it in the library now? We’re not doing anything important, right? 
 I have it saved on my flash drive, but I haven’t printed it out. 
 I have it saved on my flash drive, but the school computers won’t open it. 
 Here’s my flash drive; just return it when you’re done. 
 I didn’t write my essay in Word/I work on Vista/I work on a Mac, and the school computers can’t open it. 
 I printed it out, but I forgot to send it as an attachment. 
 I printed it out, but I forgot to save it. 
 I forgot to save it and I forgot to print it . . . do you know how to fix that? 
 I emailed it to you, but I didn’t print it out. 
 My paper wouldn’t “send.” 
 My dog ate my paper. 
 My brother ate my computer. 
 My computer ate my brother. 
 The computers have revolted and taken over my household!  Our lust for technology will be our own undoing! 
 We had a paper due today? 


