
Statement of Understanding 
American Literature 

D. McEvilly, English 

 
American Literature is a survey course that follows the development of literature within the United States 
from the earliest Native American oral traditions through the Second World War. Units are comprised of 
successive literary periods. A short film exploring the country’s corresponding development as a nation 
will precede each literary period. Lectures subscribe to a similar structure: first addressing the social and 
political landscape of the country, before demonstrating how the literature reflects this perspective. Each 
unit will be followed by a brief assessment in which students identify and explain how the selected works 
meet these criteria. This course requires a research paper. Please make me aware (privately of course) of 
any necessary accommodations—academically, physically, financially, etc. 
 
Additionally, students are required to purchase their own copy of the following novels:  
The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald  (ISBN: 978-0-7432-7356-5) 
The Catcher in the Rye, by J.D. Salinger (ISBN: 978-0-316-76917-4) 
Please purchase your copies before the second semester begins, so that you are prepared. 
 
Students are also expected to take advantage of information and materials made available online.  
Technology is a key component of this course. Grades will be entered as soon as possible and can be 
accessed throughout the semester on TigerView. A copy of the syllabus, as well as future changes, 
homework assignments, and supplemental materials are continually available and updated on the course 
website.  Simply go to:  
 

EHS Homepage ⇒  Academics ⇒  English ⇒  Web Site (to the right of my name). 
 
 
Please initial and sign below to indicate you understand the following: 
 
_____ Lectures, notes, and classroom discussion are an important part of the learning process; therefore I am 

responsible for the information given within the confines of the classroom whether or not I am present.  
 
_____ If an assignment is due and I am at school any portion of the day, I am expected to turn in my assignment 

or else it will be considered late. 
 
_____ I understand that extra credit is not intended as a substitute for hard work and that only those students with  
  no late, missing, incomplete, or plagiarized assignments may be eligible for any available extra credit. 
 
_____ The acquisition of knowledge or skill (i.e., learning) is inherently challenging since the process requires  
  that we observe, explore, and develop unfamiliar concepts so that they become familiar. Therefore, should I 
  struggle, it is my responsibility to take advantage of available resources here at EHS, including but not   
  limited to the Writing Center, the English Tutoring Lab, and after school classroom help. Should I choose  
  to ignore these resources, I hold myself accountable. 
 
 
__________________________________    

     student name (print)       
 
 
__________________________________   __________ 

student signature       date 
 

 
 
 
 
__________________________________   __________ 
             parent or guardian signature            date 


