
Statement of Understanding 
Honors English II 

D. McEvilly, English 

My vision of a classroom is not one in which I talk at students. I am much more interested in guiding 
them, helping them move from passive recipients to active learners. However, for this to happen a deal 
first must be struck between teacher and student. If I promise to provide the necessary tools to succeed, 
then each student must accept and use those tools. If I promise to act as a guide through this course, then 
each student must demonstrate a curiosity to learn and a willingness to improve. Responsibility and 
accountability are paramount. 
 
Honors English II is a one-semester course intended for the talented English student and designed to 
strengthen the literature, writing, and language skills developed freshman year. The literature component 
exposes students to a range of genres from around the world and from various periods. Focusing primarily 
on short stories, novels, and poems, students will move from a fundamental understanding of the basic 
literary elements (character, plot, setting, etc.) to an exploration of those more nuanced tools, techniques, 
and devices used to discuss literature. The composition component addresses the basic models and 
processes of writing: persuasive, narrative, and expository. Through a series of grammar lessons, literary 
analysis, and short essays, students will come to a deeper appreciation of the grammar, mechanics, and 
conventions necessary to effective reading and writing. 
 
Students are also expected to take advantage of information and materials made available online.  
Technology is a key component of this course. Grades will be entered as soon as possible and can be 
accessed throughout the semester on TigerView. A copy of the syllabus, as well as future changes, 
homework assignments, and supplemental materials are continually available and updated on the course 
website.  Simply go to:  
 

EHS Homepage ⇒  Academics ⇒  English ⇒  Web Site (to the right of my name). 
 
 
Please initial and sign below to indicate you understand the following: 
 
_____ Lectures, notes, and classroom discussion are an important part of the learning process; therefore I am 
  responsible for the information given within the confines of the classroom whether or not I am present. 
 
_____ I understand that extra credit is not intended as a substitute for hard work and that only those students with  
  no late, missing, or plagiarized assignments may be eligible for any available extra credit. 
 
_____ The acquisition of knowledge or skill (i.e., learning) is inherently challenging since the process requires  
  that we observe, explore, and develop unfamiliar concepts so that they become familiar. Therefore, should I 
  struggle, it is my responsibility to take advantage of available resources here at EHS, including but not   
  limited to the Writing Center, the English Tutoring Lab, and after school classroom help. Should I choose  
  to ignore these resources, I hold myself accountable. 
 
 
 
__________________________________    

     student name (print)       
 
 
__________________________________   __________ 

student signature       date 
 

 
 
 
 
__________________________________   __________ 
             parent or guardian signature            date 


