
Statement of Understanding 
Mystery and Science Fiction 

D. McEvilly, English 

Mystery and Science Fiction is a one-semester course designed to introduce students to two of 
the most popular genres of fiction. Over the first half of the course, students will come to 
understand the fundamental characteristics of the mystery and how the genre has evolved over 
time—from the classic “whodunit” to hardboiled detective stories to modern spy thrillers. The 
second half of the course will explore the notion of science fiction both as bellwether and as 
allegory for our present circumstances. Various short stories, two novels, and several films 
comprise the material on which classroom discussions will be founded.  
 
Students are also expected to take advantage of information and materials made available online. 
Technology is a key component of this course. Grades will be entered as soon as possible and 
can be accessed throughout the semester on TigerView. A copy of the syllabus, as well as future 
changes, homework assignments, and supplemental materials are continually available and 
updated on the course website. Simply go to:  
 

EHS Homepage ⇒  Academics ⇒  English ⇒  Web Site (to the right of my name). 
 
Please initial and sign below to indicate you understand the following: 
 
_____ Lectures, notes, and classroom discussion are an important part of the learning process; therefore I am 
  responsible for the information given within the confines of the classroom whether or not I am present. 
 
_____ I understand that extra credit is not intended as a substitute for hard work and that only those students with  
  no late, missing, or plagiarized assignments may be eligible for any available extra credit. 
 
_____ The acquisition of knowledge or skill (i.e., learning) is inherently challenging since the process requires  
  that we observe, explore, and develop unfamiliar concepts so that they become familiar. Therefore, should I 
  struggle, it is my responsibility to take advantage of available resources here at EHS, including but not   
  limited to the Writing Center, the English Tutoring Lab, and after school classroom help. Should I choose  
  to ignore these resources, I hold myself accountable. 
 
 
__________________________________    

     student name (print)       
 
 
__________________________________   __________ 

student signature       date 
 

 
 
 
__________________________________   __________ 
             parent or guardian signature             date 
 
 
A final note: To support the reading material and to illustrate visually what students have read and learned 
regarding the essential elements of mystery and science fiction, a film or film clip will occasionally be shown. Some 
of these films may be rated R. Though this is traditionally a senior-level course, should you prefer that your child 
not view these films, please indicate below and an alternative activity will be assigned. 
 
q  Please assign my child an alternative activity when R-rated films are shown. 


