
Colonialism 
1603-1750 



Settlement 

•  England 
•  Religious intolerance = Persecution 

•  Rigid class system = Limited opportunity 

•  America 
•  New World = New Beginning 

•  Land = Wealth 

•  Literally a “Land of  Opportunity” 



Pilgrims 

•  Jamestown, VA (1607): a secular settlement 

•  Expectation: land, lumber—and gold! 
•  They bring no livestock and are unprepared for the new 

climate and soil of  America 

•  Seven out of  every ten settlers die within a year 

•  Tobacco saves them and becomes the nation’s largest 
export for the next 150 years 



Puritans 

•  Plymouth, MA (1620): a religious settlement 

•  Only 28 of  100 passengers on Mayflower are Puritans 

•  Arrive during a mini ice age  

•  More than half  die in first three months  

•  Pokanoka nation (devastated by disease) broker a peace 
and teach agricultural in exchange for military support 

•  First Thanksgiving is a celebration after a joint ambush 



•  Puritans are never in the majority 

•  So why do we focus on them? 

•  Two Reasons 
•  They wrote a ton!  

•  They were vocal and their influence left a profound 
imprint on what would become at first—and for some 
time—a Protestant nation that places a value on the 
“Puritan ethic” of  hard work and discipline 



“Puritans” 

•  Separatists 
•  Want to separate completely from the Church 

•  Led by William Bradford 

•  Non-Separatists 
•  Believe it possible to purify the Church from within 

•  Led by John Winthrop 



“Puritans” 

•  Once here, differences that were so profound in 
England are of  little significance  
•  Both groups struggle to survive 

•  Both groups feel pressure to succeed 

•  “The Great Migration”: 1630s-1640s 

•  The great irony: Puritans are not in favor of  religious 
freedom and are intolerant of  other beliefs 



Puritan Theology 

1.  Bible as Literal Truth 

2.  God’s Hand in Everything 

3.  Principle of  Total Depravity 
•  Humans are by nature completely sinful 

4.  Principle of  Predestination 
•  Only two realms: the Elect and the Damned 

5.  Salvation Only by Grace 
•  You cannot earn your way into Heaven 



Features of  Puritan Literature 

1.  Utilitarian 
•  The sole purpose of  literature is instruction—generally moral 

2.  Plain Language 
•  They are not ornate or showy 

3.  Intellectual and Rational yet Consumed by Symbolism 
•  They look for divine meaning behind everything 

4.  Full of  Self-Examination and Self-Doubt 

5.  Nature as Wild and Chaotic—something to fear 



William Bradford 
1590-1657 

•  Believes the New World is not a Garden of  Eden but 
a savage wilderness to be feared 

•  Elected leader of  the Plymouth settlement 
•  Re-elected 30 times 

•  Creates first system of  government 
•  Mayflower Compact 

•  No separation between Church and State 



Of  Plymouth Plantation 

•  Does this fit the Puritan mold? 

•  God’s favor or disfavor marks everything 
•  Dangerous journey over 
•  Illness that strikes the early colonists 
•  Arrival of  Squanto and their escape from famine 

•  Plain and unemotional style 
•  Death of  Bradford’s wife is treated as a matter of  course 

•  Focus on common life 
•  A straightforward chronology of  their journey 



Anne Bradstreet 
1612-1672 

•  A Puritan and the first noted female poet in America 

•  Though she largely adheres to the Puritan style, she 
is something of  an enigma in that her later poetry 
often departs from such convention as she tries to 
find a place for individual expression and personal 
feeling within the context of  Puritanism 

•  “To My Dear and Loving Husband” 

•  “Upon the Burning of  Our House” 



Decline of  Puritanism 

•  A rigidity of  faith is both its strength and its weakness 

•  External factors like the increasingly diverse population, 
the rise of  the merchant class, and general prosperity 
•  Some leave to pursue worldly goods 

•  Internal disputes make things worse 
•  Some begin to question its inflexibility 

•  Pressure from England to be more tolerant 
•  Salem Witch Trials of  1692 



“The Great Awakening” 

•  Series of  religious revivals that sweep through the 
colonies in the 1730s and 1740s 

•  An effort to return to the simplicity and orthodoxy of  the 
Puritan past as a way of  preserving its future 

•  Led by preachers like Jonathan Edwards who travel 
among the colonies delivering sermons designed to 
persuade—often through fervor and fear 

•  This last gasp of  Puritanism does not last long and by the 
Revolutionary period, Puritanism has entirely died out 



The Crucible 

•  Produced as a play in 1953 

•  Written by Arthur Miller 

•  Setting: Salem, Massachusetts, 1692 
at the beginning of  the hysteria that leads to 
the infamous trials, in which hundreds are 
accused, dozens languish in jail, and nineteen 
are hanged before it all comes to an abrupt end 



Themes 

•  Fear and suspicion are infectious and destroy reason 

•  Piety and virtue go hand-in-hand with hypocrisy 

•  It is nobler to die with integrity than to live without it 



Cast 

•  John Proctor: Local farmer and Elizabeth’s husband; he is a 
serious man, who hates hypocrisy, but nevertheless has a 
hidden sin—his affair with Abigail 

•  Elizabeth Proctor: John’s wife, truly virtuous but often cold 

•  Reverend Parris: Salem’s minister, paranoid, selfish, pitiful 

•  Abigail Williams: Parris’s niece and onetime servant for the 
Proctors, until she was fired after Elizabeth discovered her 
affair; Abigail is smart, sly, a good liar, and vengeful 

•  Reverend Hale: Young minister and expert on witchcraft 



A Window into Puritan Life 

•  Though written in response to McCarthyism of  the 
1950s, the play is set in 1692 and provides a window 
into the lives of  those early American Puritans 

•  Notice how their faith provides strength to many and 
yet also leads to the downfall of  the community 

•  Recognize the tenets of  Puritan theology in the play 

•  In the end, what destroys Salem is what destroys the 
Puritan movement—inflexibility and intolerance 



Definitions to Reconcile 

•  Witch 
•  Girl or woman believed to have magic power 

•  Charming or alluring girl or woman 

•  Magic 
•  Extraordinary power of  influence from the supernatural 

•  Sleight of  hand 

•  Moral 
•  Conforming to standards of  right behavior 

•  Relating to principles of  right and wrong 



Questions to Ask 

•  What is moral? 

•  Is lying ever moral? 

•  Are the girls lying? 

•  Why does Elizabeth lie? 

•  Why does Hale ask the condemned prisoners to confess? 

•  Why does John refuse to implicate others? 

•  Why do the elders insist on a written confession? 


