
SCIENCE FICTION 
A History of the Future 



WHAT IS SCI-FI? 

�  “A story built around human beings, with a human problem, and a 
human solution, which would not have happened at all without its 
scientific content.” 

     –Theodore Sturgeon 

�  "Fantasy is the impossible made probable. Science fiction is the 
improbable made possible.” 

     –Rod Serling 



WHAT IS SCI-FI? 

�  "Science fiction can be defined as that branch of literature which deals 
with the reaction of human beings to changes in science and 
technology.” 

     –Isaac Asimov 

�  "Science fiction is something that could happen - but you usually 
wouldn't want it to. Fantasy is something that couldn't happen - though 
you often only wish that it could.” 

     –Arthur Clarke 



WHAT IS SCI-FI? 

�  The definition of sci-fi is loose, evolving, and occupies a wide spectrum 
between “soft” (social sciences) and “hard” (natural sciences) 

�  Our Definition: Science fiction is a genre dealing with  the relationship 
between science and technology, and their implications on humanity 

�  Three Primary Ingredients 
1.  Science 

2.  “Alien” Setting 

3.  Speculation 



SCIENCE 

�  The science can be authentic 
�  Robots 

�  Black Holes 

�  Light Speed 

�  The science can be imaginary 
�  Cyborgs 

�  Flux Capacitor 

�  TARDIS 

�  This is what makes it frightening—it could happen 



“ALIEN” SETTING 

�  Future 
�  Wall-E 

�  Alternate Universe 
�  Star Wars 

�  Alternate Reality 
�  The Matrix 

�  Alternate History 
�  The Man In the High Castle 

�  This is what adds excitement—the unfamiliar familiar 



SPECULATION 

�  The literature of the “other” 
�  Framing familiar stories from “alien” points of view in order to offer us a clearer 

perspective on ourselves 

�  Concerned with society, rather than the individual 
�  Who are we? How did we get here? What will we become? 

�  Asks the next question… and then the next… 
�  What if? 

�  Often acts as a cautionary tale 



WHAT’S THE PURPOSE? 

�  While science fiction can certainly entertain, its purpose is often to act 
as bellwether and allegory 
�  Bellwether: Predicts future developments 

�  Allegory: Teaches a lesson through symbolism 

�  If we cannot find a message for humanity—an analogy to our own time
—within these alien worlds and circumstances, then we have failed 



WHY SCI-FI:  3 BIG REASONS 

1.  Because science is based in fact, sci-fi carries weight 

2.  Because we live in an age of technology, science holds very real 
implications—for advancement and for abuse, for good and for ill 

3.  Because it is easier to accept criticism of our society if it is disguised as 
criticism of another world or time  


