
Dee Dee’s Insta-Thesis! 
 

Adapted from D. Voegele’s steel-trap mind                                                                                                         D. McEvilly, English 

The following provides a basic format for a position/persuasive paper.   

 

Introduction: A statement that establishes the problem or controversial issue 

    A thesis to establish your position 

    A very brief summary of the issue 

    Definition of key terminology 

    Direct quotes and paraphrases of sources to explore the issue 

    Background to establish a past/present relationship 

 

Body:   Arguments in defense of one side 

     • Experts in the field 

     • Evidence-based analysis 

     • Informed opinions 

     • Opinions without solid evidence are pointless 

    Analysis of counterarguments  

     • What is the other side of the issue, and why is it the wrong side? 

    Evidence from your research 

     • Notes, information, case studies, sources, etc. 

 

Conclusion: Reestablishment of your thesis, which should fit logically into your analysis and provide 

a summary of the paper’s overarching argument 

 

• Students should choose a topic with which they are familiar.  It could be something with which they 

have had significant experience, or it could be something with which they have had relatively little 

experience but at least understand and are curious to explore.   

 

• Be sure to choose a topic for which there is a strong case to be made on either side—a topic with only 

one side cannot, by definition, be argued. 

 

• Be sure to choose a topic with investigative depth—a topic without much information yields an 

argument without much to say. 
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• Be sure to make your own argument supported by outside sources—an argument without outside 

sources offers little support; likewise, an argument supported only through outside sources is not your 

own.  Use the 80/20 Rule: 80% your words, 20% quoted material. 

 

• Avoid topics that have been “done to death,” (e.g., death penalty, abortion, gay marriage) or have 

little practical value (e.g., video games for the poor, snack machines in the classroom, no homework). 

 

Because this is your first research paper, you may use the template below to create your thesis statement 

and provide the foundation for your argument. 

 

 

Insta-Thesis 

All your thesis needs in one dynamic sentence! 

 

 

______________________________ should/should not be ______________________________  
(topic)                (change) 

 

because _________________________________ and _________________________________. 
      (reason 1)           (reason 2) 

 

 
Before you decide, do a little brainstorming below. 
 


