
Indexed Notes 
American Literature American Literature 

Title: Fall of the House of Usher      Name: _______________________ 
 

D. McEvilly, English 

To better understand the relationship between form and function, use these notes to “index” the various elements 
and devices that help to define a story’s genre, theme, and structure. As you read, fill in the boxes below and ask 
yourself what effect they have on the story? A story is nothing more than the sum of its parts—these are the parts. 
 

Plot and Conflict 

✔Linear  q Nonlinear 
 
q Man vs. Man  ✔ Man vs. Himself   
 
q Man vs. Society  q Man vs. Nature 

Explain the central conflict: 
 
A sick and superstitious man in an isolated family mansion tries 
to overcome his fear and keep himself from insanity 

Character 

 
Protagonist: Roderick Usher 
 
Role: Strange, ill, wealthy (and 
possibly hypochondriac) owner of a 
creepy mansion  
 
Motivation: Fear/Health 

“Quote” and explain an example of indirect characterization: 
 
“He was enchanted by certain superstitious impressions in 
regard to the dwelling which he tenanted, and whence, for 
many years, he had never ventured forth.’” 
 
Shows just how introverted, hypersensitive, and full of fear 
Roderick Usher is—and how uncertain of the world 

Setting 

Where: Ancient and spooky mansion of 
the Usher family 
 
 
When: Dull, dark Autumn of 18-- 
 

“Quote” the best example of atmosphere: 
 
“During the whole of dull, dark, and soundless day in the 
Autumn of the year, when the clouds hung oppressively low in 
the heavens… I at length found myself, as the shades of the 
evening drew on, within view of the melancholy House of Usher” 

Point-of-View 

✔1st Person  q 2nd Person  q 3rd Person               q Omniscient  ✔ Limited  

Clarify the theme, then list and explain how two different literary devices support the theme, structure, or style. 

 
Theme: Our destiny is shaped by both the mind and the body and the loss of one can sometimes unravel 

the other as evil and fear and sickness take many forms 

 
Lit Device #1:     Foreshadowing       Explanation: If the House of Usher itself represents the family, then 

the fissure that runs down the middle (threatening to split the house in half) would seem to foreshadow 

the eventual fate of the twins Roderick and Madeline (two halves that cannot exist without one another. 

 
Lit Device #2:     Symbolism           Explanation: Roderick symbolizes the mind, while his twin sister 

Madeline symbolizes the body, and as she appears to decline in physical health he declines mentally; in 

the end it would seem that one cannot live without the other as their destiny arrives together. 

 


