
Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics 

iT aint ‘just’ 4 decoration(s)¡ 



Lesson 5: Sentences and Complements 
  A sentence is a group of words that expresses a complete thought 

  Two Main Parts 
  Subject: names the person, place, thing, or idea the sentence is about  
  Predicate: tells something about the subject 

  Simple Subject: the main word  
  The report of the tornado blared from the radio. 

  Simple Predicate: the main verb plus any helping verbs (phrase) 
  The report of the tornado blared from the radio. 

  Complete Subject: the group of words around the main word 
  The report of the tornado blared from the radio. 

  Complete Predicate: the group of words around the main verb 
  The report of the tornado blared from the radio. 

  Compound: two or more linked by a conjunction 
  Tracy or Kevin (will wash) the sheets and (hang) them on the line. 

  Inverted Subjects occur when the verb comes before the subject 
  At the back of this book is an appendix. 

  Implied Subjects are not stated but understood to be present 
  (you) Please return my books to the library. 



Lesson 5: Sentences and Complements 
  Direct Objects are nouns or pronouns that receive the 

action expressed in the verb 
  I have read the book. 

  Indirect Objects are nouns or pronouns that answer for 
or to whom or to what the action in the verb was done 
  I read the class the entire book. 

  Objective Complements are nouns or adjectives that 
rename or describe the direct object 
  We consider Paula the best applicant for the job. 
  Patrick painted his room blue and green. 



Lesson 5: Sentences and Complements 

  Predicate Nominatives are nouns or pronouns that 
follow a linking verb and identify, rename, or explain the 
subject 
  The flower for February is the violet. 

  Predicate Adjectives are adjectives that follow a linking 
verb and modify the subject 
  The quilt was light but extremely warm. 



Lesson 6: Phrases 
  A phrase is a group of related words that functions as a single part of 

speech and does not have a subject and verb 

  Adjective Phrase: a prepositional phrase used to modify a noun or 
pronoun 
  Hand me the bowl on the counter. 
  The light from the lamp on your desk is not bright enough. 
  The carton of milk in the refrigerator has turned sour. 

  Adverb Phrase: a prepositional phrase used to modify a verb, an 
adjective, or another adverb 
  Park inside the garage. (Where?) 
  The play begins in ten minutes. (When?) 
  Jim will accept the award without me. (How?) 
  Because of the storm, no one attended the meeting. (Why?) 



Lesson 6: Phrases 

  Appositive: noun or pronoun that identifies or explains 
another noun or pronoun 
  My cousin Susan will be with me. 

  Appositive Phrase: a group of words that contains an 
appositive and its modifiers 
  Mount McKinley, the highest summit in North America, is 

usually wrapped in snow. 



Lesson 6: Phrases 

  Gerund: verb form used as a noun and ending in -ing 
  Travelling can be very educational. 

  Gerund Phrase:  a gerund with its modifiers and 
complements all working together as a noun 
  Running in the hallways is not allowed in school. 
  Everyone in my house enjoys watching the World Series. (d.o.) 

  He gave voting for class president careful thought. (i.o.) 

  She worked eight hours without taking a break. (o.p.) 
  Her greatest achievement was winning the state tournament. (pred. nom.) 

  Dad’s hobby, carving wooden soldiers, has taught him a lot about history. 
(appositive) 



Lesson 6: Phrases 
  Participle: verb form used as an adjective 

  The rising sun awoke me. 
  Participle Phrase: a participle with its modifiers and 

complements all working together as an adjective 
  The fire station located nearby promptly responded to the alarm. 

  Infinitive: verb form that usually begins with to and is used as 
a noun, an adjective, or an adverb 
  It’s my turn to speak. 

  Infinitive Phrase: an infinitive with its modifiers and 
complements working together as a noun, adjective, or adverb 
  To discuss your differences is very important. (n.) 
  That is the agency to contact for more information. (adj.) 
  Eddie was happy to help us. (adv.) 



Lesson 6: Phrases 
  Misplaced Modifiers 

  We saw a moose paddling our canoe on the lake. 
  Paddling our canoe on the lake, we saw a moose. 
  As a student in my sophomore English class, I found 

Kelly to be a bright and inquisitive young woman. 
  I found Kelly, a student in my sophomore English class, to 

be a bright and inquisitive young woman. 

  Dangling Modifiers 
  Reading the chapter a second time, the plot became clear. 
  Reading the chapter a second time, I finally understood 

the plot. 
  Running down the beach, the kites were beautiful. 
  Running down the beach, I admired the beautiful kites. 



Lesson 7: Clauses 
  A clause is a group of related words that has a subject 

and a verb 

  Two Main Kinds 
  Independent Clauses express a complete thought and can 

stand alone as a sentence 
  Dependent Clauses do not express a complete thought and 

cannot stand alone—they are regarded as fragments 



Lesson 7: Clauses 

  Noun Clauses are dependent clauses used like nouns 
  Noun clauses are, however, a part of the larger independent clause 

  Whoever cooks dinner doesn’t have to do the dishes. (sub.) 
  I know what I will do today. (d.o.) 
  Give whoever calls this message. (i.o.) 
  She wondered about what she should do next. (o.p.) 
  Speed, not distance, is what counts in launching a satellite.  

(pred. nom.) 

  Common Introductory Words for Noun Clauses 
  how, if, that, what, whatever, when, where, whether, which, who, 

whoever, whom, whomever, whose, why 



Lesson 7: Clauses 
  Adjective Clauses are dependent clauses used like adjectives and 

answer Which one? and What kind? 
  Adjective clauses usually begin with a relative pronoun (who, whom, 

whose, which, that), which relates the clause to its antecedent (the noun 
or pronoun the clause modifies) 
  Sam is the player who just hit the home run. 
  She wants a wallet that has room for her pictures. 

  Within the adjective clause itself, the relative pronoun can function 
as a subject, direct object, object of the preposition—even a possessive 
  Lobsters that are found along the North Atlantic coast are tasty. (sub.) 
  Bowling is a sport that Americans can enjoy throughout the year. (d.o.) 
  The play in which she starred was a huge success. (o.p.) 
  The person whose glasses were found in the gym should claim them. (poss.) 



Lesson 7: Clauses 
  Punctuation of Adjective Clauses 

  No punctuation is used with an adjective clause that contains 
essential (sometimes called restrictive) information to identify a 
person, place, or thing in a sentence 
  The player who made the decisive touchdown is the captain. 

  However, commas are used to set off nonessential clauses 
  Calvin Jones, who made the decisive touchdown, is the captain. 

  Misplaced Modifiers 
  Because an adjective clause works as a modifier, it should be placed as 

near as possible to the word it describes 
  I actually saw Casablanca on television which has long been a favorite 

of hopeless romantics. 
  I actually saw Casablanca, which has long been a favorite of hopeless 

romantics, on television. 



Lesson 7: Clauses 
  Adverb Clauses are dependent clauses used like 

adverbs and answer How? When? Where? How much? To 
what extent? or Why? 
  Adverb clauses begins with a subordinating conjunction 

  Jerry ran as though his life depended on it. (How?) 
  I finished my report before it was due. (When?) 
  Jan finished sooner than I did. (How much?) 
  Mike is taller than I am. (To what extent?) 
  Because he was late, she was angry. (Why?) 

  Common Subordinating Conjunctions 
  after, although, as, as far as, as if, as long as, as soon as, as though, 

because, before, even though, if, in order that, since, so that, than, 
though, unless, until, when, whenever, where, wherever, while 



Lesson 7: Clauses 
  Punctuation of Adverb Clauses 

  Place a comma after an introductory adverb clause 
  While you wait for the doctor, you could read a magazine. 

  If an adverb clause interrupts an independent clause, place a comma 
before and after it 
  The students, after all the campaign speeches had been given, voted 

in class. 

  Elliptical Clauses are adverb clauses in which words are 
missing but implied to exist in context 
  Harry is a better wizard than I. (am) 
  A ton of feathers weighs as much as a ton of rocks. (weighs) 



Lesson 7: Clauses 
  Simple sentences consist of one independent clause 

  Next year (I will graduate from high school). 

  Compound sentences consist of two or more independent clauses 
  (The French discovered New York), (the Dutch settled it), but (the 

English conquered it). 

  Complex sentences consist of one independent clause and one or 
more dependent clauses 
  (I need some new shoes) (since mine are worn out). 

  Compound-Complex sentences consist of two or more 
independent clauses and one or more dependent clauses 
  (Ostriches can’t fly), but (their legs are so strong) (that they can outrun 

almost anything). 



Lessons 5-7: Mastery Test 
1.  What she accomplished on water skis was difficult.  

2.  Having been elected president, Jefferson encouraged westward expansion.  

3.  The story that Ms. Gregory read to us was written by someone in our class.  
4.  When Barry was transferred to Kansas City, his company helped his wife to 

find a job there.  

5.  Watching the sunrise from Mount Washington is a breathtaking experience.  

6.  The game in which we played ended in a tie.  

7.  Did you know that fish are used to make glue?  
8.  Lillian Todd, whose airplane designs attracted the attention of many people in 

aviation, never learned to fly.  

9.  The Homestake, this country’s largest gold mine, is located in South Dakota. 

10.  When you sneeze, it is hard to keep your eyes open. 


