
FIVE INGREDIENTS 
The Basic Literary Elements 



#1 PLOT 

  The main events of a novel, play, movie, or similar 
work devised and presented by the writer as an 
interrelated sequence 

  Linear vs. Non-Linear Narrative 
  Exposition 
  Narrative Hook 
  Rising Action 
  Climax 
  Falling Action 
  Resolution 

  Conflict drives the plot 
  Man vs. Man 
  Man vs. Self 
  Man vs. Nature 



#2 CHARACTER 

  Any living thing in a narrative 
  Flat characters are not fully developed 
  Round characters are richly developed 
  Static characters fail to grow or change 
  Dynamic characters grow and change 

  Protagonist: the main character 
  Not necessarily good or heroic 

  Antagonist: opposes the main character 
  Not necessarily bad or evil 

  Direct Characterization reveals a character’s 
mental or moral qualities through overt description 

  Indirect Characterization reveals a character’s 
mental or moral qualities through the observation of 
verbal or situational implications 



#3 SETTING 

 The time, place, and atmosphere of a story 

  Imagery: the collection of images an author uses 
to convey a feeling, idea, theme, etc. 

 Mood: how a literary work makes you feel 



A LESSON IN SETTING 

We passed through a range of low arches, descended, 
passed on, and descending again, arrived at a deep 
crypt, in which the foulness of the air caused our 
flambeaux rather to glow than flame. 
–from “Cask of the Amontillado” 

During the whole of a dull, dark, and soundless day in 
the autumn of the year, when the clouds hung 
oppressively low in the heavens, I had been passing 
alone, on horseback, through a singularly dreary tract 
of country; and at length found myself, as the shades of 
the evening drew on, within view of the melancholy 
House of Usher.  
–from “The Fall of the House of Usher” 



#4 VOICE 

 The sound of the narrator 

 Point-of-View 
  1st Person: the narrator is part of the action 
  3rd Person: the narrator is not part of the action 
  Omniscient: narrator knows all and see all 
  Limited: knowledge limited to one or a few characters 

  Internal Monologue: the narrator’s thoughts 
 Tone: what a literary work sounds like 

  Diction: word choice 
  Syntax: the way words are arranged in a sentence 



A LESSON IN VOICE 

If you really want to hear about it, the first thing you'll 
probably want to know is where I was born, and what 
my lousy childhood was like, and how my parents were 
occupied and all before they had me, and all that David 
Copperfield kind of crap, but I don't feel like going into 
it, if you want to know the truth. In the first place, that 
stuff bores me, and in the second place, my parents 
would have about two hemorrhages apiece if I told 
anything pretty personal about them. They're quite 
touchy about anything like that, especially my father. 
They're nice and all--I'm not saying that--but they're 
also touchy as hell. Besides, I'm not going to tell you my 
whole damn autobiography or anything.  
–from The Catcher in the Rye 



#5 STYLE 

 The overall effect of the various literary devices 
employed by an author to support and enhance 
the story and its theme(s) 

 Style, more than anything, allows an author to 
consciously control our unconscious responses 

 Genre: a type of literature based on its form, 
style, or subject matter 
  Mystery, Science Fiction, Fantasy, Thriller, Horror, 

Romance, Western, Adventure, Satire, Epistolary, 
Domestic, Parable, Allegory, etc. 

 Theme: the main idea or central insight 
expressed in a work of literature 



A LESSON IN STYLE 

Though you will not recognize the characters 
portrayed in this work if you are unfamiliar with 
the author’s earlier depiction of them in The 
Adventures of Tom Sawyer that is no cause of 
concern.  Indeed it is worth noting that Tom 
Sawyer contains more than its fair share of 
exaggeration and distortion despite the author’s 
best efforts to report the facts honestly. 



A LESSON IN STYLE 

You don't know about me without you have read a 
book by the name of The Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer; but that ain't no matter. That book was 
made by Mr. Mark Twain, and he told the truth, 
mainly. There was things which he stretched, but 
mainly he told the truth. That is nothing. I never 
seen anybody but lied one time or another, without 
it was Aunt Polly, or the widow, or maybe Mary. 
Aunt Polly -- Tom's Aunt Polly, she is -- and Mary, 
and the Widow Douglas is all told about in that 
book, which is mostly a true book, with some 
stretchers, as I said before. 
–from Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 


